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CARDINAL GIBBONS ON ARBITRATION. 

Extract from " Our Christian Heritage." 

" ' Armed nations, like armed individuals, are a con- 
stant menace to one another, and are easily provoked to 
fight. And these military forces are unhappily increas- 
ing ; for as soon as one nation augments its armament 
its neighbor seems impelled to do likewise. 

" ' When we consider the immense number of men torn 
in the bloom of life from the bosom of their families, 
withdrawn from active and industrial pursuits, condemned 
to a monotonous existence and exposed to the tempta- 
tions incident to such a career, we can form some esti- 
mate of the material, moral and social evils resulting 
from this system. In contemplating these standing 
armies, the calm observer might have the conviction 
forced upon him that European governments were prima- 
rily established to instruct men in the tactics of military 
rather than in the duties of civil life, and to teach them 
to destroy life rather than to develop the resources of the 
country. 

WAR RECORDS BRIGHTENING. 

" ' Even with this dark picture confronting us, it would 
be unjust to infer that Christianity has failed in her mis- 
sion of peace to the nations. It should be borne in mind 
that the Christian religion enforces her humane precepts, 
not by the sword, but by moral and religious sanctions, 
and that in contending for peace she has to struggle 
against the most formidable of earthly forces and the 
most imperious of human passions. 

" ' While deploring the fierce conflicts which have agi- 
tated Christendom for centuries, it must be admitted that 
even the most martial nation of Europe does not exhibit 
a war record so sanguinary and protracted as that of 
heathen Rome, or of the petty States of Greece, or of the 
ancient monarchies of the East. 

'"A comparison between the war history of the Roman 
Empire and that of the United States will result vastly in 
favor of our country and will forcibly illustrate the pacific 
tendencies of, our Christian civilization. During the six 
centuries and a half which elapsed from the death of 
Numa to the reign of Augustus, as already observed, with 
the exception of six years, Rome was engaged in contin- 
uous warfare. The United States has existed as an inde- 
pendent government for over a century. Since our inde- 
pendence we have been involved in only three wars — 
with England from 1812 to 1815 ; with Mexico from 1845 
to 1848, and in our civil war from 1861 to 1865. Thus, 
while Rome enjoyed only six years of peace during 650 
years, the United States has had but a little over ten 
years of war in upward of a century. 

SECURITY OF THE NATION. 

" ' It is also a gratifying fact that, with a population of 
over 60,000,000, the army of the United States does not 
exceed 25,000 men, who are scattered for the most part 
along the frontiers of the country. This force, while 
sufficiently strong to preserve our domestic peace, is too 
insignificant to excite the fear or provoke the jealousy of 
our neighbors. Our best security lies in the supremacy 
of the law, in the loyalty of our citizens, in their strong 
attachment to our free institutions and in abstention from 
entangling alliances. 

'"That the cause of international peace is gaining 
ground is evident from the fact that war is no longer pre- 



cipitated among Christian nations, as in former times, at 
the whim of the sovereign ; but the voice of the people is 
heard through their representatives and the press, at 
least in constitutional governments. Commercial inter- 
ests and fraternal and social relations between the 
nations of the earth are now becoming so intertwined 
that one country can hardly inflict an injury on another 
without having the blow recoil upon itself. 

"'Christianity has created and is daily developing 
international law throughout the civilized world. Courts 
of arbitration are growing in favor among Christian 
nations. Alexander VI. was chosen by Spain and Port- 
ugal to arbitrate regarding their respective claims to the 
newly discovered territory in the western world. The 
decision of the pontiff was very probably the means of 
averting a sanguinary and protracted conflict between 
these two rival nations. Instances of arbitration are 
multiplying in our own day. The dispute between Ger- 
many and Spain in reference to the Caroline Islands was 
adjusted by Pope Leo XIII. in 1886. The Samoan diffi- 
culty between the United States and Germany in 1889 
was referred to a friendly conference held in Berlin. 

" 'With the view of promoting the blessing of Inter- 
national concord, a society has been organized in this 
country. It was fitting that Philadelphia should be 
chosen as the seat of this society, for its very name signi- 
fies brotherly love. Its founder was an illustrious mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, whose distinguishing 
characteristic is aversion to strife and the cultivation of 
peace and fraternal relations among mankind. 

" ' In well ordered society the disputes of individuals 
are settled, not by recourse to a duel, but to the law. 
Would it not be a blessing to humanity if national con- 
troversies were composed on the same principle, and that 
the just cause of a nation should be vindicated by a court 
of arbitration rather than by an appeal to arms ? Then to 
rulers, as well as to private litigants, could be applied 
the words: "Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel 
just." 

"'And this amicable system, while protecting the 
rights of the weak, would not humiliate or wound the 
national pride of the strong, since it does not attempt 
to trench on the sovereignty or autonomy of any power. 

" 'Let us cherish the hope that the day is not far off 
when the reign of the Prince of Peace will be firmly 
established on the earth ; when the spirit of the gospel 
will so far sway the minds and hearts of rulers that 
standing armies will yield to permanent courts of arbitra- 
tion ; that contests will be carried on in the council cham- 
ber instead of the battlefield, and decided by the pen 
instead of the sword.' " 



Arbitration between nations is a thousand times to be 
preferred to war. The day is approaching when men and 
nations will beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks, and not learn war any more. 
The dawn of that day is already in the sky. The Prince 
of Peace is on the throne of the universe and His fol- 
lowers are increasing in number on the earth. The king- 
dom and the dominion under the whole heaven is passing 
into the hands of the saints of the Most High God who 
are not their own, but have been bought with a price, 
even the precious blood of Him over whose birth was 
heralded the angelic prophecy of " Peace on earth and 
good will toward men." — Christian Intelligencer. 



